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INTRODUCT? ION 
E a r l i e r  work on t h e  Marine Algal  Resources of  
b d i a  has  been ex tens ive ly  reviewed ( ~ h i v ~ ,  1960 t 
Iesikachary, 1967; Umarnaheswara Rao, 1970; ~ r i s h n m u r t h y ,  
.971), Es t imates  of t h e  seaweeds were qiven f o r  some 
regions of  t h e  Madras and Kerala  c o a s t s  by  Koshy and John 
(19481, Chacko and Mnlupi l la i  ( 1 9 5 ~ ) ~  ~ h i v y  (1951, 19601, 
l e s a i  (19671, Vams  and Krishna Rao (1962) and Umamaheswara 
lao (1968)- Of t h e s e  the assessment of the  rcl.Sources were 
nade sys temat ica l ly  and accounts of the methods followed 
sere  given by t h e  l a t t e r  two groups of workers. Varma and 
grishna Rao (1962) gave c7n es t ima te  of 19 t o n s  wet 
3 e l i d i e l l a ,  about 335 t o n s  w e t  G r a c i l a r i a  and 660 t o n s  wet 
5arqassum i n  234.25 sq.km. a rea  between Dhanushkodi and 
Hare I s l and  i n  t h e  Gulf of Mannar, The s tanding  crop  o f  
d i f f e r e n t  seaweeds and s e a  g r a s s e s  was .eYstimated covering 
the c o r a l  reef  and lagoon a r e a s  i n  Palk Bay s i d e  of t h e  
c o a s t l i n e ,  nea r  Mandapam over  an a r e a  of 3;58 sq.km.by 
Umamaheswara Rao ('1968). The t o t a l  q u a n t i t i e s  v a r i e d  from 
1041.69 tons  wet i n  ,1965- t o  864.77 t o n s  w e t  i n  1976. The 
fall i n  t h e  s tanding  c rop  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r  was a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of G r a c i l a r i a  l ichenoides  made from , .. t h i s  
area dur ing  t h e  year ,  1 , 
Recent e s t ima tes  of t h e  seaweeds based on - the  , 
landings a rc  also of much velue. Umamaheswara Rao (1968) 
gave h a r v ~ s t  f igures  yearwi 3e ?or Parban, P ~ r i y a p a t t a n a m  
and Ki lakkara i  during 1966-63: 15.19 tons  f o r  P a a n  i n  
1966 and 141,?7 and 329.24 t o n s  f o r  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  p laces  S 
during 1967 and 1968 respec t ive ly ,  The ha rves t  f i g u r e s  
f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  seaweeds gathered near  Periyapattanam f o r  
t h e  yea r  1967 were given as : G e l i d i e l l a  acerosa-851,05 tons,  
Graci  l a r i a  l ichenoides  15.50 t o n s  and Sarqassum spp, 5.0 
tons,  t o t a l l i n g  71.55 t o n s  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  seaweeds, SUbba- 
ramaiah -- e t  a l , (1975) p u t  t h e  harves ted  es t ima tes  of 
G e l i d s e l l a  acerosa a t  150 tons,  
A s tudy of t h e  seaweed d r i f t  i n  t h e  Indian c o a s t  
was c a r r i e d  o u t  by a team of workers from t h e  CSMCRI, 
Krishnamurthy et 2. (1967) and Krishnamurthy (1967) gave 



































































































































